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Greetings

Thank you very much for participating in the 16th Hiroshima
WPPC Flag Ceremony today. We hold this ceremony every year on
the anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, a place that
has come to be known as the ground zero of peace.

In this ceremony, we raise the national flags of 192 countries one
by one and pray for the realization of a truly peaceful world. A world
where all nations, races, religions, and political organizations could
transcend their various differences and help realize a world without
conflict.

On this day, friends from all over Japan and indeed many other
friends from all over the world are showing their support for this
event by joining the people of Hiroshima in praying for world peace.
I hope vou too will join us and help deliver the spirit of Hiroshima to
the rest of the world. United together, we can help make world peace

a reality in the 21st century.

May peace prevail on Earth.

August 6th, 2008

Members of the Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Society
Representative Keiji Saiki
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Dear Fveryone (at the Worid Peace Prayer Ceremon v 1n Hiroshima),

I would first like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to all of you on
joining the 16t World Peace Praver Ceremony in Hirozhima.

[t 1s s0 significant to observe many people gather for the Ceremony and
pray together for world peace every vear. Let me convey my sincere gratitude
to all of yvou.

[t is important for Japan and Japanese people to uphold and maintain
our pacifism and strong will thoroughly until the time when peace prevails
on earth. It is our belief that Japanese people share a common mission, as
the only nation who experienced the massacre caused by atomic bombs, to
continue to assert opinions for peace, opinions for love and opinions for
forgiveness.

Under such determination, the Goi Peace Foundation will organize the
Forum 2008 “Creating a New Civilization” at Bunkyo Civiec Hall on
November 9th this vear.

We will continue to promote and advocate this universal world peace
movement in order to transcend all differences of nations, ‘aces, religions

and politics and so on,

[n today’s Ceremony, we will also join and pray for peace of each country
of the world with all of you, sending our energy of peace.

Thank you, and May Peace Prevail on Earth.

On August, 6th, 2008

Hiroo Satonji
President of the Goi Peace Foundation



Howg Aren £

"1 6EKBWP PC7 Ty /L ES—) MBS NBIZSED, Ayb—T2
BROWELET,

B ol wid, N O 2 B R, BRSO R & IR 0T- i o2 8] 2 i
A TEE LA, LnL, EINGIESHEE O F IR G ORI a7 i - B i
S, B MET 54, NEEYEBRCOREICHLTHET,

IO, IRRTIE RO 2 00 0 2EAS8AHAINRT S EMTERSME L DI,
2020 ETOMARBEEAEET (2020 a2 ICMDHATED,
ATENZ & UEEEHE 272 TRk s8ib el 2RETEIRDLSF v o N—2, &
MaEREoHEzLicnwkIkwaryovay bl HakifiEREEL TLE
T o

£, HROLESERMIZENDDH SR, 2K 1 0 1 i TORERE OB,
RIS D RFEAND TIRE - el ] O R E, Kk - ko gl il & I & 5k
AT L0 0E &R TTHERT.

21 MR, HRONTHEZRTELNTT. 25 L7280 s, FREES
E1L6MLEWPPC 7wl E£—) HMliEaNET I ST EREL,
TONMIZH LE<MEERLET. TS, BRGNS R HAFROEBR O
e, BB EEBHIZHERSL, TBMLTLLLEZSH Lz 0nslifF0W L ET.

#holz, TFE16HIEEWPPC 7w 5L £2— GG EHEBENOHEEED

GEETETOBRGEMEEEBIT0 LT,

TR 2 04 (200 84) 8HG6H
IR B % M R



A Message from Mayor Akiba of Hiroshima
It is my great honor to send my greetings to the 16" Hiroshima WPPC Flag Ceremony.

Hiroshima sullered the first atomic bombing in the history of humanity.  With that
experience we began our unwavering appeal for nuclear weapons abolition and the realization
of everlasting world peace.  Despite our efforts, vast arsenals of nuclear weapons remain in
high states of readiness—deployed or casily available.  Proliferation is gaining momentum,
and the human family still faces the peril of extinction.

Therefore, the City of Hiroshima, together with Mayors for Peace, which now has over 2,000
member cities worldwide, has launched various initiatives.  One such initiative is the 2020
Vision Campaign, with the goal of total nuclear weapons abolition by the year 2020, within
which are the Good Faith Challenge campaign to promote good-faith negotiations of nuclear
disarmament with nuclear weapons states, and the Cities Are Not Targets project demanding
that nuclear-weapon states stop targeting cities for nuclear attacks.

Additionally, as the world’s memory of the atomic bombings is steadily fading away, we are
continuing our efforts to share the atomic bombing experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
with people worldwide.  Two of our undertakings for this cause are the Hiroshima-Nagasaki
Atomic Bomb Exhibitions in the USA to be displayed in 101 cities, and with the assistance of
untversities both in Japan and abroad, the offering of our Hiroshima-Nagasaki Peace Study

Courses,

The 217 century is an age in which problems are able to be solved through the efforts of
citizens, That is why the 16" Hiroshima WPPC Flag Ceremony, with its desire for peace, is
of great significance. | would like to express my deepest respect for your activities. The
City of Hiroshima is hopeful that you will continue to join us in working together for the
abolition of nuclear weapons and the realization of everlasting world peace.

In closing, please accept my best wishes for the success of the 16™ Hiroshima WPPC Flag
Ceremony and for the continued good health and happiness of all its participants.

25 75%

Tadatoshi Akiba
Mavor

The City of Hiroshima

August 6, 2008
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