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The Greeting Message for the 19t Hiroshima World Peace Prayer
Flag Ceremony

Japan was attacked by the unprecedented big earthquake and
big disaster in March this year. We express our heartfelt
condolences to the disaster victims and wish you for whom who
lost their places to live for the days of feeling safe come back to
you as soon as possible. The threats from nature and radio
actives from the broken nuclear power plants are pushing people
in anxiety and horror.

As a positive news, we start hearing from people who are start
aware of what is really important today and what are the things
we have to really take care of. At the same time, all the people in
the world who were attacked by natural disasters are trying to
stand up again exchanging their hope, courage and making
connections.

The Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Flag Ceremony that is to
pray for the happiness of all the people in the world count the 19th
celebration this year. This flag ceremony has great energy of
love and harmony. We send our love and light to all the
countries and people from Hiroshima.

I thank you sincerely and deeply for all of our friends in the
world who are praying together with us today and for all the
people who pray together with us beyond all the boundaries of
nations, races, principles and opinions.

May Peace Prevail on Earth
August 6, 2011
Hitomi Okamura

Chairperson
Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Members
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DiarFriandsatﬂlaWnrldPaameyeerminﬂiroahima,

First I would like to express my wholehearted congratulations on the 19* World
Peace Prayer Ceremony in Hiroshima today.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Hiroshima World Peace Prayer
Society Members who have worked so hard to prepare for this ceremony each year
for the past 19 years.

Many of our volunteers come together from various parts of Japan to support
today’s ceremony. Also many people will join us from all parts of the world through
live broadeast on Internet.

I am particularly grateful to the dear participants as it is so meaningful for us
to express together our message for world peace.

Japan has the world's attention now due to the Great East Japan Earthquake
& Disaster. The Japanese people have shown their sprits and attitudes of harmony
and cooperation even in such a severe situation. This has earned them respect and
admiration by people from all parts of the world.

As the Goi Peace Foundation invites everyone to join in “Creating a New
Civilization", it is the time for us in Japan to show our good examples that lead the
world in various fields such as our spirituality based on peace and harmony, and
shift to more eco-friendly and sustainable energy sources, etc.

At this critical moment in our history, it is eo significant for us all to spread the
message for world peace from Hiroshima City where people experienced the horror
of the Atomic Bomb and later achieved a miraculous reconstruction from the scratch,
and where people have always prayed for a true world peace.

Let us create a peaceful and harmonious New Civilization together.

Thank you, May Peace Prevail on Earth.

August, 64 2011

How sy

Hiroo Saionji
President of the Goi Peace Foundation
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

It 1s an honor and pleasure to send this message on the occasion of 19 Hiroshima WPPC Flag
Ceremony.

On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb reduced Hiroshima to ashes and took tens of thousands of
precious lives. To this day, the hibakusha continue to suffer from the aftereffects of radiation.
The pain inflicted on the citizens of Hiroshima is simply indescribable—their beloved
hometown obliterated, family and friends lost forever.

With our hibakusha aging, 1 am determined to have their experiences and strong desire for
peace absorbed and wholeheartedly accepted by future generations and to have the desire for
peace spread throughout the world. | am convinced that disseminating the hibakusha message
will eventually lead to the realization of their most cherished wish, the abolition of nuclear
weapons.

To achieve this goal, the City of Hiroshima, together with Mayors for Peace members around
the globe, has been promoting the 2020 Vision Campaign for the total elimination of nuclear
weapons by 2020. After the bombing, it was said that nothing would grow in Hiroshima for 75
years. The year 2020 will be the 75"anniversary of the bombing, and we are determined to
achieve our goal by this target vear to ensure that a substantial number of our elderly hibakusha
will enter with us into a nuclear-weapon-free world. With more than 4,700 cities now members
of Mayors for Peace, it is evident that people around the world long for freedom from the threat
of nuclear weapons.

As part of my efforts to build global momentum for nuclear abolition, 1 am working toward a
summit for nuclear weapons abolition that will bring the leaders of all nuclear-armed states to
Hiroshima. | am eager for world leaders and millions of people from around the world to come
to Hiroshima, where the tragic memory of the bombing is still a reality. | want everyone to
understand the horrific human damages wrought by nuclear weapons and fully share the wish
of the hibakusha.

[ therefore ask you to make Hiroshima's wish your own. Please support the Mayors for Peace
2020 Vision Campaign and strive with us toward lasting world peace for humankind,

In closing, 1 offer my warmest wishes for the complete success of 19t Hiroshima WPPC Flag
Ceremony as well as the continued good health and prosperity of all involved.

August 8, 2011
MATSUI Kazumi

Mavyor
The City of Hiroshima
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