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Greetings

Last year, Japan suffered from earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
disasters of unthinkable magnitude. I pray from the depths of my
heart for the speedy recovery of all the devastated regions and for the
restoration of peace and stability in the lives of everyone there.

Today, the world is afflicted by not only natural disasters, but by
many other hardships and problems as well. There is no better time
than now for all of us to come together and overcome these problems.
We can, in the end, build a truly peaceful planet that can thrive and
develop sustainably.

In essence, this flag ceremony, which marks its 20th anniversary

this year, is an act of transmitting energy the energy of peace
itself. The ceremony helps us express our universal desire for world
happiness and peace in the condensed form of the prayer, "May Peace
Prevail On Earth." As we raise the national flags of 194 countries, one
after another, we aim for the realization of a truly peaceful world, free

from conflict a world where we can all transcend the rifts

between worldviews, including those of nations, ethnic groups,
religions, and political factions.

Many of our friends across the world are praying for world peace
today. So let us all become one in spirit with them. Let us all be in
harmony and realize together the creation of a peaceful world.

May Peace Prevail On Earth
August 6, 2012
Keiji Saeki
Representative of the Hiroshima World Peace Prayer

Society Members
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Message to the participants of the 20th Hiroshima WPPC

Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen,

I convey my heartfelt congratulations to the 20t Hiroshima World Peace Prayer
Ceremony today. Please allow me to join you with my heart.

I express my sincere gratitude and respect to the local organizers, and the
volunteers from across Japan since the first Hiroshima WPPC,

I come to know that today the numbers of people from all around the world will
also join us via internet live or their heart. I feel strong power of continuing over
20 years behind this broad expanding of our World Peace Prayer Ceremony.

Future of Japan and the world depend on how the consciousness of each of us will
head for direction to Peace.

After more than a year from the Eastern Japan Great Earthquake and Tsunami,
many Japanese are concerned about energy issue and high time is arising to think
about being of the energy itself in this country.

It overlaps with the Hiroshima that went through the difficult experience and
now has important role on claiming the nuclear abolition to the world.

The Goi Peace Foundation wish to fulfill our mission that are to create truly
sustainable world by educating people for consciousness of peace and increasing the
positive movements in the world.

We sincerely wish that people think about true peace today.

Although I will be distant from you, I would like to pray for peace together with
you.

May Peace Prevail on Earth

August, 6th, 2012

Se Ly

Hiroo Saionji
President
The Goi Peace Foundation
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

It is an honor and pleasure to send this message on the occasion of the 20" Hiroshima WPPC
Flag Ceremony.

On August 6, 1945, an atomic bomb reduced Hiroshima to ashes and took the precious lives of
140,000 residents by the end of that year. The pain inflicted on the citizens of Hiroshima is
simply indescribable—their beloved hometown obliterated, family and friends lost forever.

Our hibakusha, carrying in their hearts the voices and feelings of those sacrificed to the bomb,
struggled day by day to survive and managed to bring this city back to life. At the same time,
they continued to pursue the lasting peace of a world free from nuclear weapons. Now, their
average age is over 77. I believe that the time has come to learn from all the hibakusha what
they experienced and their desire for peace. Then, we must communicate what we learn to
future generations and to each and every person around the world.

Hiroshima will pour everything we have into working, along with Nagasaki, to expand Mayors
for Peace such that all cities, those places around the world where people gather, will strive
together to eliminate nuclear weapons by 2020. Moreover, we will do our best to host the NPT
Review Conference or other international conferences that will bring the world’s policymakers
to Hiroshima to discuss the nuclear non-proliferation regime.

The starting point for the actions that will move international society and determine the future
for humankind is the power each citizen possesses. In this sense, we are deeply grateful that
you are calling for peace through the 20" Hiroshima WPPC Flag Ceremony. I ask you to make
Hiroshima’s wish your own and strive with us toward lasting world peace.

In closing, I offer my warmest wishes for the success of the 20™ Hiroshima WPPC F lag
Ceremony as well as continued good health and prosperity for all involved.

August 6, 2012
MATSUI Kazumi

Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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