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Greetings

It has been sixty-eight years to this day since the atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima, but the world remains rife with conflict and violence. For all
intents and purposes, scientific development should have been contributing
to the advancement of world peace and prosperity. However under existing
circumstances, it appears to have been contributing instead to a world that
threatens all life on earth, giving rise to environmental damage and the
creation of weapons of mass destruction.

More than ever before, now is the time when all humankind must respect
one another's dignity, recognize its universal sense of values and awaken
to a higher consciousness--one that keeps praying for happiness, always. And
with such a consciousness, we must continue to prosper and build a world that
will keep advancing, thriving and developing sustainably.

Our prayer, "May Peace Prevail on Earth," is an encapsulation of all
humankind's earnest and mutual desire for the achievement of global happiness
and peace. And with this prayer, we have continued to transmit the energy
of peace itself.

Our flag ceremony, which marks its 21° anniversary this year, gives
shape and form to this energy. In this observance we raise the national flags
of 194 countries, one after another, in the hopes of realizing a true state
of world peace, where we can all transcend our various differences, where
people of various ethnicities, faith traditions, and political ideals can
core together and celebrate the glory of our common humanity.

Many of our friends across the world are praying for world peace today.
So let us all come together with them as one united global heart and mind.
Let us all live in harmony to keep praying, to keep imagining, and to keep

working for the creation of a peaceful world.

May Peace Prevail on Earth.
August 6, 2013
Keiji Saiki

Representative of the Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Society
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Message to the participants of the 21st Hiroshima WPPC

Distinguished guest,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Congratulations to the 21¢t Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Ceremony. I convey my
heart felt celebration to the organizers and all the participants.

I also express my deepest gratitude to all the people who gathered at Hiroshima across
Japan and the world, as well as the people joined via internet.

Today, humanity are still facing at a crossroads of wars, conflicts and many causes that
are threatening peace even after almost 70 years have passed from the World War II.

Japan is the only nation to have experienced the devastation of a nuclear bombing,
recovered from it and keeping the Peace Constitution. It is the spirit of Harmony, the
national character of Japan, that were praised from the world when we showed at The
Great Eastern Japan Disaster. We can extract the importance of consciousness, values
and behaviors of each individual for Peace building from these experiences.

At the same time, transforming our focus from individualism to altruism, and from
competition to harmony, from conflict to co-existence are the way we can overcome
global problems and build peaceful and sustainable world.

We would like to collect hearts and wisdom of each one of you, crossing all the
differences of nation, race, religion and politics and keep sending peace message.

Finally, I would like to give my sincere respect and deep gratitude to the organizers
and volunteers from across Japan for their devotion of time and works.

May Peace Prevail on Earth

August 6, 2013

Hiroo Saionji
President
The Goi Peace Foundation
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

It is an honor and pleasure to send this message on the occasion of the 21" Hiroshima WPPC
Flag Ceremony.

On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was reduced to ashes by a single atomic bomb. The houses we
came home to, our everyday lives, the customs we cherished—all were gone. From newboms
to grandmothers, by the end of the year, 140,000 precious lives were taken from Hiroshima.

Our hibakusha experienced the bombing in flesh and blood. Then, they had to live with
aftereffects and social prejudice. Even so, they soon began telling the world about their
experience. Transcending rage and hatred, they revealed the utter inhumanity of nuclear
weapons and worked tirelessly to abolish those weapons. Last summer, in order to convey their
hardship, their grief, their pain, and their selfless desire throughout the whole world, Hiroshima
has begun carefully training official hibakusha successors who would seek to inherit and pass
on survivors’ experience and desire. Determined never to let the atomic bombing fade from
memory, we intend to share with ever more people the desire for a nuclear-weapon-free world.

A general conference of Mayors for Peace, whose membership exceeds 5,600 cities, is now
being held in Hiroshima. The following spring, Hiroshima will host a ministerial meeting of
the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative comprising ten non-nuclear-weapon states,
including Japan. Through these and other international conferences as well as a wide variety of
peace events, we believe that we can communicate the hibakusha desire at home and abroad.

In this sense, we are deeply grateful that you are calling for peace through your event and wish
it every success. I would like to ask all of you to make Hiroshima’s cause your own and strive
with us toward lasting worid peace for humankind.

In closing, [ offer my warmest wishes for good health and prosperity for all involved.

August 6, 2013

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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