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Greetings

August 6th has come again.

69 years ago, Hiroshima City was completely destroyed in one moment.
Many innocent people were killed and injured. "These tragedies must not
happen, ever again. May all human beings in the world get along with each
other and live happily." These strong thoughts are offered to the bereaved
families and relatives of the victims, and to all the people in Japan and the
world. But today, many disputes and conflicts occur repeatedly in many
areas on the earth.

There are nearly 200 countries on this earth and they have different
languages, religions, cultures and so on. Transcending these differences with
the thought of "May everybody in the world be happy ", we perform the flag
ceremony in which we pray for peace of each country, every year on August
6th in front of the Atomic Bomb Dome. We count this year as our 22nd time.

Although the ceremony is very simple by only saying ordinary words, many
people from overseas who visit Hiroshima on Atomic Bomb Memorial Day
delightfully join our ceremony. These are very simple prayers, but I think
that true peace can only start from the hearts which simply pray for the
peace of each country.

This year we would like to pray sincerely for the peace of all 194 countries
while remembering the peaceful desires of A-bomb victims.

Today, many friends in Japan and in the world also participate in our
ceremony. So, with these friends, let's pray together with one heart, and

spread the peaceful message to the world.

May peace prevail on earth.

August 6th, 2014
Shohei Tominaga
Representative of

Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Society Members
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Message to the participants of the 22nd Hiroshima WPPC

Good Morning.

Today, I would convey my heartfelt gratitude for participating in the 22nd
Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Ceremony. I am blessed with joy to be able to
pray for the peace of the world with you here, in this special occasion.

I remember, it was on 8th grade school field trip, when I visited Hiroshima for the
first time. That was when I first encountered the deep misery and horror of the
war. However, at the same time, strangely felt the warmth, beauty and the
embraced feeling of this place, Hiroshima. It may be because this is the place,
where people’s genuine love and prayer naturally gather and overflows.
Especially, this annual Hiroshima World peace flag ceremony has become one
the place where peace lovers gather and created the atmosphere of peace and
harmony in this area.

When we look at our world today, there are so many places in need of peace
prayer. We see egocentric behavior where one considers only for their well being
which eventually separates us from one another. We, (the World Peace Prayer
Society) continuously have been praying to create peace on earth for all
humanity, through the inclusive prayer “May Peace Prevail on Earth”.

Now 1is the time for all humanity to first get rid of our conflict thoughts, and
overcome the delusion of separation. Future of Japan and the world depend on
how the consciousness of each of us will head for direction to peace.

Today, we also have numbers of peace friend around the world that will be
joining us through the live on Internet. I would like to send my deepest gratitude
to those participants joining us to pray together.

Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere gratitude and respect to the
local organizers and the volunteer from across Japan for making this ceremony
to happen each year.

So let us all become one in our hearts and send the prayer of peace together to
the world today.
May Peace Prevail on Earth.

August 6th, 2014

Rika Yoshikawa
Vice President
World Peace Prayer Society
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

It is an honor and pleasure to send this message on the occasion of the 22" Hiroshima
WPPC Flag Ceremony.

A single atomic bomb, dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, indiscriminately claimed
the lives of many innocent people and permanently altered the lives of survivors,
imprinting itself on their minds and bodies to the end of their days. The atomic bomb is
the ultimate inhumane weapon and an absolute evil.

Our hibakusha have lived through harsh, painful circumstances and have continued to
reveal the utter inhumanity of nuclear weapons and communicate their longing for peace.
They hope that the people of the world will come to share this longing and choose the
right path.

In response to this desire of the many hibakusha who overcame pain and grief, the rest of
us must become the force that drives the struggle to abolish nuclear weapons. To that end,
the City of Hiroshima and the more than 6,000 cities that comprise Mayors for Peace, in
collaboration with the UN and like-minded NGOs, seek to abolish nuclear weapons by
2020 and throw our full weight behind the early achievement of a nuclear weapons
convention.

The average age of the hibakusha, whose heartfelt desire is to witness the elimination of
nuclear weapons within their lifetimes, is now over 78 years. Toward the earliest possible
realization of a world free from nuclear weapons, we want many people both at home and
abroad to fully share the hibakusha’s experiences and their desire for peace, and to work
with us to eradicate such weapons. In this sense, I extend my deepest respect for your
annual initiative to pray for peace for every country in the world, and to disseminate the
prayer to the world through this event.

I would like to ask all of you, in response to the hibakusha’s desire, to continue to strive
with us to eliminate the absolute evil of nuclear weapons and achieve a peaceful world.

In closing, I extend my best wishes for the good health and happiness of all in attendance.
August 6, 2014
MATSUI Kazumi

Mayor
The City of Hiroshima
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