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Greetings

August 6% has come again.

However, I feel the air is different this year.

It might be due to the visit to Hiroshima of the incumbent President of the
United States of America for the first time since the Atomic bombing 71
years ago, who had offered flowers at a memorial of the Peace Memorial
Park, hugged a Hibakusha, and made a strong peace message for the
future.

President Obama said, " The scientific revolution that led to the splitting
of an atom requires a moral revolution, as well." "We are members of
the family of one human race." "Hiroshima and Nagasaki are known not
as the dawn of atomic warfare, but as the start of our own moral

awakening."

However, currently on our planet, men have been showing hatred toward
their opponents, and terrorism and conflicts are growing. The differences
of language, religion, principle, and claims are emphasized deliberately,
and mankind is not overcoming these walls.

There are nearly 200 countries on earth with different languages,
religions, cultures, etc. Transcending these differences with the wish,
"May everyone in the world be happy, " we have been performing the "Flag
Ceremony" every year on August 6t in front of the atomic bomb dome to
pray for peace in each country of the world with raising each national flag.
It is our 24tk annual ceremony this year.

Although the ceremony is very simple using ordinary words, when we pray
for the peace of each country the effects are positive. I think everything
starts from the heart. It is also the desire of Hibakushas in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki and it also led to the speech of President Obama.

Today, many friends in Japan and around the world are also participating
in our ceremony through the Internet. So, with these friends, let us pray
together with one heart, and send our message of peace to the world.

May peace prevail on earth.

August 6th, 2016
Shohei Tominaga
Representative of
Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Society Members
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Message to the participants of the 24th Hiroshima WPPC

Good Morning.

Today, I would like to convey my heartfelt gratitude for your participation in
the 24th Hiroshima World Peace Prayer Ceremony. I believe that there is
more participants here today with feeling of an up lift. Couple of months ago,
on May 27th, US President Obama made a historic visit to Hiroshima. He
became the first serving US president to visit Hiroshima memorial Museum.
Many people were so moved by his visit, where he called for a “world without
nuclear weapons”.

I was very happy to hear his message since I felt that our prayer from
Hiroshima WPPC for 23 years has reached to make President Obama's
historical visit.

Over 20 years on the same day, from the same place, we have been sending
prayers of peace not only for Japan but also for the whole world. Whether if
there are many participant or not, no matter on a rainy day or any type of
weather, we've just kept on sending out the prayers for peace of the world.
This is because we strongly believe that we can make a difference through
our collective prayer. It is each one of us’ responsibilities to make a peaceful
planet. Especially Japan, the only country that experienced the tragedy of
the nuclear bomb, have big mission to send out message of peace throughout
the world. So let us all become one in our hearts and send the prayer of peace
together to the world today.

We also have numbers of peace friends around the world that will be joining
us through the live on internet and off line by heart. I would like to send my
deepest gratitude to those participants joining us to pray together today.

Last but not least, I express my sincere gratitude to the local organizers and
the volunteers from across Japan of the Hiroshima WPPC.

Thank you
May Peace Prevail on Earth
August 6th, 2016
Rika Yoshikawa

Vice President
World Peace Prayer Society
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Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima

It is an honor and a pleasure to send this message on the occasion of the 24" Hiroshima
WPPC Flag Ceremony.

On August 6, 1945, a single atomic bomb rendered Hiroshima a scorched plain and burned
tens of thousands in its flames. By year’s end, 140,000 irreplaceable lives had been taken.
Those who managed to survive, their lives grotesquely distorted, were left to suffer serious
physical and emotional aftereffects compounded by discrimination and prejudice. Nuclear
- weapons are an absolute evil and the ultimate inhumanity.

This absolute evil in the form of more than 15,000 nuclear weapons still exists in the
world, threatening the very survival of human beings. As long as such weapons remain,
anyone could become a hibakusha at any time.

Human beings, regardless of differences of nationality, race, religion, and language, share
the planet to live out our one-time-only lives. To coexist, instead of resorting to the
inhumane threat posed by nuclear weapons, we must value person-to-person relationships,
and build a world that allows forward-looking dialogue.

Toward this end, Hiroshima calls on everyone throughout the world to share the sincere
message of our hibakusha, “No one else should ever suffer as we have,” and to act with us.
The spirit of this heartrending message, forged through suffering and sorrow, transcending
hatred and rejection, is generosity and love for humanity with a focus on the future of
humankind. Mayors for Peace, an organization that is presided over by the City of
Hiroshima and has over 7,000 member cities, shares the hibakusha’s message and has
devoted itself to mobilizing people and increasing international momentum toward
negotiations for a nuclear weapons convention. Our goal is total abolition by 2020.

The need for a legal framework to ban nuclear weapons has been increasingly recognized
by the international community. Toward that end, cities, NGOs, and citizens are expected
to play a role in urging policymakers around the world to share in the hibakusha’s
sentiment and to tirelessly engage in dialogue; the role these groups play is becoming
more important than ever. In this sense, it is truly significant that you have organized the
WPPC Flag Ceremony again this year to call for a world free of nuclear weapons and to
disseminate, together with people around the world, a message of peace that transcends
national boundaries. I extend to everyone involved my deepest respect.

Recently, President Obama of the United States visited Hiroshima and reaffirmed his
commitment to work for nuclear abolition, stating that “among those nations like my own
that hold nuclear stockpiles, we must have the courage to escape the logic of fear, and
pursue a world without them.” Seizing this opportunity, the City of Hiroshima intends to
redouble our efforts to strengthen international momentum for nuclear abolition through
various initiatives such as inspiring people to visit the A-bombed cities of Hiroshima and

Nagasaki.

I would like to ask all of you to continue to strive with us to eliminate the absolute evil of
nuclear weapons and to realize a peaceful world.

In closing, I extend my best wishes for the great success of this event as well as the good
health and happiness of all in attendance.

August 6, 2016

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor
The City of Hiroshima



